Metastatic tumor thrombus attached to a pacemaker electrode.
We present a patient with a large tumor embolus attached to a pacemaker electrode leading to multiple pulmonary emboli. At postmortem examination, this thrombus was composed of clusters of well-differentiated squamous cell carcinoma intermingled with fibrin. Tumor involvement was not evident in the myocardium, endocardium, or epicardium. The primary tumor was discovered in the lower intrathoracic esophagus. Tumor microemboli from the esophageal primary lesions may have accumulated around the pacemaker electrode due to turbulent flow in this region, producing a large and friable tumor embolus.